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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1 , 3-5, 7-17, 19-22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Wattenbarger US 5,835,570 in view of Smith et al. US 6,404,876 and 

further in view of Borcherding US 5,165,095. 



1.1 Regarding claim 1 , Wattenbarger discloses a method for routing a voice 
activated dialing in figure 3, comprising steps of: 

receiving a call from a subscriber with voice activated dialing instruction, such as 
"call John Smith" (column 3, lines 19-31; column 4, lines 34-36); 

failing to find voice label of "John Smith" in the subscriber's database (first 
directory) (column 4, lines 56-58); 

translating at least a part of the instruction into data (over SS7 data network) for 
querying a directory service database (second directory) (column 4, lines 58-61); 

using the data to obtain a destination number (of John Smith) from the directory 
service database (column 4, lines 61-67); and 

routing the call to the destination number (column 5, lines 9-20). 
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Wattenbarger teaches initiating a call by calling an access number and then 
issuing a voice dialing command (i.e. "call John Smith"). Wattenbarger fails to teach 
that the call is initiated by the voice dialing command. 

However, Smith teaches a voice activated dialing, such as "call Mike", "call 
doctor" or "call home" can be activated (initiated) as soon as the phone is off hook, or 
activated via an access number (column 2, lines 9-17). 

In addition, Borcherding teaches a centralized voice dialing system, in that a 
caller initiates a call by issuing a voice dialing directive such as "call home" or " call 
Uncle Joe" after hearing a dialing tone or a prompt (column 5, lines 10-13; column 3, 
lines 23-31). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further modify the Wattenbarger's reference with the 
teachings of Smith and Borcherding, so that a call would have been initiated by a voice 
dialing command, because in such a modification, a caller would not have to remember 
telephone numbers (including the access number), and would have been enabled to 
make calls using only voice dialing commands. 

1 .2 Regarding claim 3, Wattenbarger teaches adding the destination number to the 
subscriber's database (first directory) (column 4, line 67 to column 5, line 8). 

1 .3 Regarding claim 4, Wattenbarger teaches that the instruction is routed to the 
directory service database 28 which is party of a SS7 data network as shown in figure 1 , 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/731 ,307 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2614 

and the call is routed to the destination number by a voice communication network 16 in 
figure 1 (column 4, line 56 to column 5, line 20). 

1 .4 Regarding claim 5, Wattenbarger discloses a method for routing a voice 
activated dialing in figure 3, comprising steps of: 

receiving a call from a subscriber with voice activated dialing instruction, such as 
"call John Smith" (column 3, lines 19-31; column 4, lines 34-36); 

failing to find voice label of "John Smith" in the subscriber's database (first 
directory) (column 4, lines 56-58); 

using the instruction to obtain a destination number (of John Smith) from a 
directory service database (second directory) (column 4, lines 58-67); and 

routing the call to the destination number (column 5, lines 9-20). 

Wattenbarger teaches initiating a call by calling an access number and then 
issuing a voice dialing command (i.e. "call John Smith"). Wattenbarger fails to teach 
that the call is initiated by the voice dialing command. 

However, Smith teaches a voice activated dialing, such as "call Mike", "call 
doctor" or "call home" can be activated (initiated) as soon as the phone is off hook, or 
activated via an access number (column 2, lines 9-17). 

In addition, Borcherding teaches a centralized voice dialing system, in that a 
caller initiates a call by issuing a voice dialing directive such as "call home" or " call 
Uncle Joe" after hearing a dialing tone or a prompt (column 5, lines 10-13; column 3, 
lines 23-31). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further modify the Wattenbarger's reference with the 
teachings of Smith and Borcherding, so that a call would have been initiated by a voice 
dialing command, because in such a modification, a caller would not have to remember 
telephone numbers (including the access number), and would have been enabled to 
make calls using only voice dialing commands. 

1 .5 Regarding claim 7, Wattenbarger teaches adding the destination number to the 
subscriber's database (first directory) (column 4, line 67 to column 5, line 8). 

1 .6 Regarding claim 8, Wattenbarger teaches: 

translating at least a part of the instruction into data (over SS7 data network) for 
querying the directory service database (second directory) (column 4, lines 58-61); and 

using the data to obtain a destination number (of John Smith) from a directory 
service database (column 4, lines 61-67). 

1 .7 Regarding claim 9, Wattenbarger teaches that the instruction is routed to the 
directory service database 28 (which is party of a SS7 data network as shown in figure 
1 ) for obtaining the destination number, and the call is routed to the destination number 
by a voice communication network 16 in figure 1 (column 4, line 56 to column 5, line 
20). 
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1 .8 Regarding claim 10, Wattenbarger discloses a method for routing a voice 
activated dialing in figure 3, comprising steps of: 

receiving a call from a subscriber with destination information, such as "call John 
Smith" (column 3, lines 19-31; column 4, lines 34-36); 

translating the destination information into digital data (for voice recognition 
purpose) (column 4, lines 29-36); and 

using the data to obtain a call destination number column 4, lines 16-20, 37-43). 

Wattenbarger teaches initiating a call by calling an access number and then 
issuing a voice dialing command (i.e. "call John Smith"). Wattenbarger fails to teach 
that the call is initiated by the voice dialing command. 

However, Smith teaches a voice activated dialing, such as "call Mike", "call 
doctor" or "call home" can be activated (initiated) as soon as the phone is off hook, or 
activated via an access number (column 2, lines 9-17). 

In addition, Borcherding teaches a centralized voice dialing system, in that a 
caller initiates a call by issuing a voice dialing directive such as "call home" or " call 
Uncle Joe" after hearing a dialing tone or a prompt (column 5, lines 10-13; column 3, 
lines 23-31). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further modify the Wattenbarger's reference with the 
teachings of Smith and Borcherding, so that a call would have been initiated by a voice 
dialing command, because in such a modification, a caller would not have to remember 
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telephone numbers (including the access number), and would have been enabled to 
make calls using only voice dialing commands. 

1 .9 Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, Warttenbarger teaches initiating and routing the call 
to the destination number (column 4, lines 37-55). 

1.10 Regarding claims 1 3 and 1 4, Wattenbarger teaches determining a call path and 
routing the call through the path (column 4, lines 37-55). 

1.11 Regarding claim 1 5, Wattenbarger further teaches that if the destination 
information if not found, than translates the destination information into data for 
obtaining a destination number from a directory service database over a SS7 data 
network, and routs the call to the destination number (column 4, line 56 to column 5, line 
20). 

1.12 Regarding claims 16 and 1 7, Wattenbarger further teaches that if the destination 
information if not found in a subscriber database (first directory), than translates the 
destination information into data for obtaining a destination number from a directory 
service database (second directory) over a SS7 data network, and routs the call to the 
destination number (column 4, line 56 to column 5, line 20). 
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1.13 Regarding claim 1 9, Wattenbarger teaches adding the destination number to the 
subscriber's database (first directory) (column 4, line 67 to column 5, line 8). 

1 .14 Regarding claim 20, Wattenbarger discloses a voice activated dialing system in 
figures 1 and 2, comprising: 

a voice dialing device 24 operative to respond a voice dialing instruction by 
causing a call to be routed to a gateway 50 communicatively connected to the a (voice 
dialing) network module 42 (column 3, lines 19-31, 67; column 4, lines 1-4, 34-36); and 

the network module 42 being operative to use at least party of the instruction to 
obtain a call destination number from a directory 28, and to cause the call to be routed 
to the call destination number (column 4, lines 37-43, 56-67; column 5, lines 9-13). 

Wattenbarger teaches initiating a call by calling an access number and then 
issuing a voice dialing command (i.e. "call John Smith"). Wattenbarger fails to teach 
that the call is initiated by the voice dialing command. 

However, Smith teaches a voice activated dialing, such as "call Mike", "call 
doctor" or "call home" can be activated (initiated) as soon as the phone is off hook, or 
activated via an access number (column 2, lines 9-17). 

In addition, Borcherding teaches a centralized voice dialing system, in that a 
caller initiates a call by issuing a voice dialing directive such as "call home" or " call 
Uncle Joe" after hearing a dialing tone or a prompt (column 5, lines 10-13; column 3, 
lines 23-31). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further modify the Wattenbarger's reference with the 
teachings of Smith and Borcherding, so that a call would have been initiated by a voice 
dialing command, because in such a modification, a caller would not have to remember 
telephone numbers (including the access number), and would have been enabled to 
make calls using only voice dialing commands. 

1.15 Regarding claim 21 , Wattenbarger teaches that when a voice label (form voice 
dialing) is not found, a query is send to a SS7 data network (through the gateway 50, 
see figure 1 and column 4, lines 39-41 ) for the destination number (column 4, lines 567- 
67). 

1 .16 Regarding claim 22, the gateway 50 is a gateway as shown in figures 1 and 2 
(voice/data reads as: voice or data). 

1.17 Regarding claim 24, Wattenbarer teaches updating subscriber's database in the 
voice dialing module 24 (column 4, line 67 to column 5, line 8). 

2. Claims 2, 6, 18 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wattenbarger US 5,835,570 in view of Smith et al. US 6,404,876 and 
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further in view of Borcherding US 5,165,095 and further in view of Gelfer et al. US 
6,163,596. 

The modified Wattenbarger' reference teaches using a spoken name for voice 
dialing, but fail to obtain other information in addition to the name. 

However, Gelfer discloses a device for voice dialing in that a caller is prompted to 
speak the location of a called party in addition to the called party's name (column 1, 
lines 21-35). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further modify the Wattenbarger's reference with the 
teaching of Gelfer, so that additional information about a called party would have been 
entered, because such a modification would have identifying a telephone number of a 
called party having multiple telephone numbers corresponding to home, office and 
cellular phone. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) Ittycheriah et al. US 5,924,070. 

b) Schier US 6,370,237. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Sing whose telephone number is 571-272-7545. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang, can be reached at 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 





S. Sing 



09/08/2006 



